FOOD WEB GAME
Background
This is an interactive activity to show people the importance of a stable food web. It uses string
tied around pins; when pins get taken out, the string loosens until it eventually falls apart. This
represents the destruction of the food web and the individual species in it.
Supplies
•
•
•
•
•

1 Foam board poster
28 pins
String or rope
Scissors
Glue

*Tip: It is best to have string and foam board that are different colors.
Instructions
Step 1: Print out and cut the sample game cards. Feel free to create your own.
Step 2: Print out pictures of the 7 species depicted in the web below. Paste on cardboard poster
in the same arrangement as shown below.

Step 3: Place pins at each link of the food chain to represent members of that population: 5 pins
for Grass; 4 pins each for Mouse, Grasshopper, Snake, Rabbit, and Lizard; 3 pins for Hawk.
Step 4: Intertwine rope in relation of the food web. (Video)
Step 5: Add a title to the cardboard poster: Ex. “The Food Web Connection”
Step 6: Bring the game to your cleanup site to demonstrate how each link in a food web is
indispensable. Show volunteers how strong the rope initially is when everything is fully intact.
As they play, make note of how weak the web becomes of how there is a disproportional
number of certain populations compared to others. (Video)
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